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REQUEST FOR A RULING AS TO WHETHER LICHAS A RANEA 
HOLZAPFEL, 1895, IS TO BE TREATED AS A JUNIOR PRIMARY 
HOMONYM OF LICHAS ARANEUS LINDSTROM, 1885 (CLASS 
TRILOBITA). Z.N.(S)1155 

By R. P. Tripp (Sevenoaks, Kent) 

The generic name Lichas Dalman, 1827 (K. svensk. Vetensk. Akad. Handl. 
1826 : 287) is generally regarded as of masculine gender, and may thus be 
presumed to be derived from the name of the squire, or servant, of Hercules. 
Certain authors, however, (e.g. Hawle & Corda, 1847, Prodr. Monogr. bohm. 
Tril. : 141 ; Barrande, 1852, Syst. sil. centre Boheme : 596-609) have treated 
it as feminine, and it should be noted that there is a classical Greek noun 
Allots meaning the space between the thumb and the forefinger, which is 
feminine. 

2. The specific name araneus Lindstrom, 1885 ( K. Vetensk. Akad. Fork. 
Of vers. 6 : 58), as published in the binomen Lichas araneus , is always regarded 
as an adjective agreeing in gender with Lichas if this is taken to be masculine. 
If the generic name is feminine, however, then the specific name would have to 
be changed to aranea. It would then become a senior primary homonym of 
Lichas aranea Holzapfel, 1895 (K. preuss. geol. Landes , 16 : 32). Holzapfel, 
however, either regarded Lichas as masculine (as when he used the binomen 
Lichas granulosus Roemer), or was inconsistent in his use of genders. His 
specific name can be regarded as a noun in apposition to the generic name, 
and in that case it would not fall as a junior primary homonym of Lichas 
araneus Lindstrom. The question is further complicated by the fact that 
classical Latin contains both the masculine noun araneus and the feminine 
noun aranea , both meaning “ spider ”, while the adjective araneus—a — um is 
found in late Latin (Pliny). Professor L. W. Grensted, consulting classical 
adviser to the Commission, regards araneus Lindstrom as an adjective, and 
aranea Holzapfel as a noun in apposition, since this is the most obvious reading 
of the Latin words, and he points out that homonymy would certainly result if 
Lichas (masculine) were to be replaced by a feminine generic name. Pribyl & 
Erben, 1952 (Paldont. Zeitsch. 26 : 168) changed Holzapfel’s aranea to araneus , 
presumably because they regarded it as an adjective, and the generic name as 
masculine. 

3. Lichas araneus Lindstrom, 1885, is now referred to the genus Arctinurus 
Castelnau, 1843. L. aranea Holzapfel, 1895, is the type-species, by monotypy, 
of Radiolichas Reed, 1923 (Geol. Mag., 60 : 455), so that there is little risk of 
confusion at the present time. Nevertheless, it seems desirable, for the reason 
explained in the next paragraph, to seek a ruling on the relative status of the 
two names under the Law of Homonymy. 

4. If the Commission rules that the two specific names are to be treated as 
homonyms, then a replacement-name will be needed for Lichas aranea Holzapfel, 
1895, the junior name involved, since no junior synonym exists. Such a 
replacement-name was in fact introduced by me in 1957 (Geol. Mag. 94 : 118) 


Bull. zool. Nomend. Vol. 17, pte. 6-8. April 1960. 



234 


Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 


as “j Radiolichas araneiformis nom. nov.,” pending the Commission’s decision 
on the present application. If the Commission rules that the two specific 
names are not homonyms, then Radiolichas araneiformis Tripp, 1957, falls as 
a junior objective synonym of Radiolichas aranea (Holzapfel, 1895). It is 
clearly important to clarify the status of the replacement-name as soon as 
possible. 

5. I therefore ask the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 
to adopt one of the following alternatives. Alternative A sets out the conse¬ 
quences of a decision that Lichas aranea Holzapfel is not a junior homonym 
of Lichas aranens Lindstrom, and Alternative B sets out the consequences of 
the opposite decision. 


ALTERNATIVE A 

(1) to rule that the generic names Lichas Dalman, 1827, and Radiolichas 

Reed, 1924, are masculine in gender, in accordance with general use ; 

(2) to place the generic name Radiolichas Reed, 1923 (gender : masculine), 

type-species, by monotypy, Lichas aranea Holzapfel, 1895, on the 
Official List of Generic Names in Zoology ; 

(3) to place the following specific names on the Official List of Specific 

Names in Zoology : 

(a) aranens Lindstrom, 1885, as published in the binomen Lichas 

araneus ; 

(b) aranea Holzapfel, 1895, as published in the binomen Lichas aranea 

(type-species of Radiolichas Reed, 1923) ; 

(4) to place the specific name araneiformis Tripp, 1957, as published in the 

binomen Radiolichas araneiformis , (a junior objective synonym of 
Lichas aranea Holzapfel, 1895) on the Official Index of Rejected and 
Invalid Specific Names in Zoology. 

ALTERNATIVE B 

(1) as (1) in Alternative A above ; 

(2) to place the specific name aranea Holzapfel, 1895, as published in the 

binomen Lichas aranea , (hereby ruled to be treated as a junior primary 
homonym of Lichas araneus Lindstrom, 1885) on the Official Index 
of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in Zoology ; 

(3) to place the generic name Radiolichas Reed, 1923 (gender : masculine), 

type-species, by monotypy, through Lichas aranea Holzapfel, 1895, 
Radiolichas araneiformis Tripp, 1959, on the Official List of Generic 
Names in Zoology; 

(4) to place the following specific names on the Official List of Specific Names 

in Zoology : 

(a) araneus Lindstrom, 1885, as published in the binomen Lichas 

araneus \ 

(b) araneiformis Tripp, 1957, as published in the binomen Radiolichas 

araneiformis (type-species of Radiolichas Reed, 1923). 


